
Across Canada, SGS provides quality 
geochemical analysis across the project 
life cycle in the mining industry. Our 
network of commercial laboratories, 
sample preparation facilities and mine-site 
and mobile labs link to create a network 
across Canada which is backed by an 
unparalleled global network. Globally, 
SGS geochemical laboratories have 
standardized methods, method codes 
and sample preparation techniques. This 
allows you to have the same method 
performed at each of our laboratories 
globally. Our integrated network funnels 
samples from one lab to another 
during high sample flow load with prior 
consent helping avoid delays. Our team 
across Canada provides you the quality, 
consistency and ethical compliance 
needed for geochemical analysis.

OUR COMMITMENT TO 
QUALITY 
Our quality management objectives 
at SGS allows us to provide you with 
excellent service by: 

• Identifying and applying the most 
appropriate quality tools to measure 
our performance and the quality of 
our results.

• Continuously improving our 
performance to maximize our 
business success.

• Creating a work environment that 
encourages quality, customer service 
and individual and group excellence

• Continuously ensuring you trust us by 
adhering to strict confidentiality. 

Many of our commercial laboratories 
across Canada operate with ISO/IEC 
17025 Scopes of Accreditations. The 
scope of accreditation for our various 
geochemistry laboratories across Canada 
can be found at http://palcan.scc.ca/
SpecsSearch/GLSearchForm.do. Below 
is a brief description of our geochemistry 
laboratories across Canada. 

LAKEFIELD, ON
Our Lakefield, ON facility is linked 
globally to our unequalled network of 
geochemistry laboratories to provide an 
unparalleled suite of services. We offer 
the full range of standardized operational 
expertise you need to drive your project 
forward. Our rigorous quality and 
streamlined processes mean we provide 
robust:

• Fire assay for gold and platinum 
group metals determinations

• Trace base metal and rare earth 
analysis by ICP-MS and ICP-AES 

• Carbon and sulfur analysis

• Classical wet chemistry analysis

• Analysis of ore-grade samples

• Commercial grade analysis

Our laboratory in Lakefield conforms to 
the requirements of the ISO/IEC 17025 
standard for specific registered tests. 
This accreditation is the standard for 
analytical testing laboratories. With a wide 
range of equipment and expertise, the 
laboratory can handle all types of material 

from exploration through to the complete 
metallurgical processes involved in ore 
beneficiation to umpire analysis.

VANCOUVER, BC
Since the acquisition of Assayers Canada 
in 2010, our Vancouver laboratory has 
been providing a full range of quality 
geochemical analysis to the mining 
industry for nearly 10 years.  Our rigorous 
quality and streamlined processes mean 
we provide robust:

• Fire assay for gold and platinum 
group metals determinations

• Trace base metal and rare earth 
analysis by ICP-MS and ICP-AES 

• Carbon and sulfur analysis

• MMITM selective leaching extraction 
to locate deep buried deposits
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• Classical wet chemistry analysis

• Analysis of ore-grade samples

• Commercial grade analysis

Our Vancouver laboratory holds 
Certificates of Laboratory Proficiency 
from Standards Council of Canada for 
precious and base metals analysis and 
has been successfully audited to the 
standards of ISO/IEC 17025.

COCHRANE, ON 
Our facility in Cochrane, Ontario has 
been providing analytical testing since 
2011. Our Cochrane facility is strategically 
located to service the growing needs 
of the minerals exploration industry 
in North-eastern Ontario and North-
western Quebec, Canada. The Cochrane 
laboratory provides:

• Sample preparation for soils, drill core 
and reverse circulation samples

• Fire assay for gold with ICP-OES, 
AAS and gravimetric finish 

• Carbon and sulphur analysis by LECO 
and Coulometry

• Trace metal analysis by Inductively 
Coupled Plasma-Optical Emission 
Spectrometry (ICP-OES) 

Our SGS Cochrane laboratory is in 
compliance with ISO/IEC 17025 
requirements for specific registered tests.

RED LAKE, ON 
Initially a dedicated mine site opened in 
2000, our Red Lake laboratory has 
nearly doubled in size and now also 
services other exploration clients in the 
Red Lake district. The laboratory can 
complete sample preparation of mine / 
mill samples and exploration drill cores 
and analyze them for multi-pour fire assay 
for gold. Our SGS Red Lake laboratory 
is in compliance with ISO/IEC 17025 
requirements for specific registered tests.

SUDBURY, ON 
Our facility in Sudbury, Ontario has been 
providing sample preparation services 
to northern Ontario communities 
since 2003. The facility provides full 
sample preparation, specific gravity 
measurements and bench-top XRF 
analysis. It also has the capability to 
provide bulk sample reduction utilizing 
two discrete sampling towers. 

WHITEHORSE, YT
Opened in 2018, our Whitehorse facility is 
equipped to provide you dry grinding and 
crushing capabilities.  Sample preparation 
can be completed on the following 
sample types: 

• Core samples

• RC chips

• Rock samples

• Trench samples

• Soil samples

Once prepared, samples are submitted to 
our multi-lab facility in Vancouver which 
has been designed to offer a full suite 
of integrated geochemistry, metallurgy, 
mineralogy and trade services, as well as, 
environmental testing services.

VAL-D’OR, QC
Opened in 2018, our Val-d’Or facility is 
equipped to provide dry grinding, crushing 
and pulverizing capabilities.  Sample 
preparation can be completed on the 
following sample types: 

• Core samples

• RC chips

• Rock samples

• Trench samples

• Soil samples

Once prepared, samples are submitted 
to our multi-lab facility in Lakefield, ON 
which offers a full suite of integrated 
geochemistry, metallurgy, mineralogy as 
well as, environmental testing services.

ON-SITE CAPABILITIES 
In addition to providing quality 
geochemical analysis across Canada, we 
provide several on-site solutions to help 
with your exploration and mining projects.

On-site Laboratories 

In on-site analysis, SGS is the unparalleled 
global provider of such services. We 
bring the same principles, procedures 
and quality management procedures to 
contract lab operation that we do to our 
commercial laboratories, thus ensuring 
you of timely analytical services you can 
trust.



Allowing SGS to design, equip, staff and 
operate an on-site laboratory at your 
facility means that you benefit from our 
full slate of experience in the analytical 
business. An SGS on-site laboratory 
provides the fast turnaround, accurate, 
reliable analytical data that you need to 
effectively run and optimize your project 
operations. 

On-site mine and process support 
laboratories are a niche technical area that 
requires specific expertise. These labs 
provide critical operational, metallurgical 
processing, metal accounting, 
environmental, fuel and lube oil data that 
guide site activities as well as establishing 
the value of the products produced. As 
a result, on-site labs should be designed 
and operated by those with extensive 
experience in this area.

Mobile Sample Preparation Units

We have earned the reputation for 
applying the same ethical principles, 
procedures and quality standards in our 
mobile laboratories that we do in our 
own on-site and commercial laboratory 
facilities. Our mobile laboratories allow 
you to access trusted, third-party 
laboratory services in locations that might 
not otherwise support full laboratory 
facilities.

Allowing SGS to locate, equip, staff 
and operate a mobile laboratory on your 
project site, no matter how remote, 
will ensure that you benefit from our 
full scope of capabilities. SGS mobile 
laboratories provide fast turnaround and 
the complete, accurate, geochemical or 
assay data that you need to effectively 
run and optimize your operations. 

Core Logging Services

To maximize the return of the 
considerable investment in obtaining 
core, SGS provides expert geological 
exploration services for comprehensive 
core characterization in gold and 
precious metals, base metals, iron ore, 
coal, uranium and industrial minerals. 
Services may include manual logging by 
an experienced team of SGS geologists, 
and / or chemical and mineralogical 
data obtained by hand held XRF, NIR, 
or portable XRD units integrated with a 
MSPU and deployed at the drill site or in 
an SGS facility. Sampling frequencies can 
be flexible to project requirements.

Portable XRF 

Field-deployed portable XRF 
spectrometers (pXRF) allow you to take 
the instrument to the sample, rather 
than the sample to the instrument. This 
is advantageous for use in the field at 
mobile sample preparation laboratories 
(MSPUs) or in on-site laboratories where 
rapid semi-quantitative multi-element 
data can improve exploration and 
metallurgical process decision making. 
This technique is significantly influenced 
by sample mineralogy, particle size and 
sample matrix. 

VALID AND SECURE DATA 
ACROSS CANADA
Validity and security of data is critical. We 
ensure our operational practices underline 
these crucial requirements. To ensure 
this, we have: 

• Standardized methods that are 
independently validated and peer 
viewed.

• Direct transfer of all instrument 
data directly into our Laboratory 
Information Management System 
(LIMS). 

• Integration of standardized data 
acceptance and related quality 
control criteria into data handling 
procedures. 

• Q-Mine, our secure internet data 
portal which allows worldwide 
authorized data access. 

• Sophisticated data hosting services 
for the ultimate in data traceability. 

Across Canada, SGS provides quality 
geochemical analysis across the minerals 
sectors. Our network of commercial 
laboratories, sample preparation facilities 
and mine-site and mobile labs link to 
create a network across Canada which is 
backed by an unparalleled global network. 
Our geochemical team across Canada 
provides you the quality, consistency 
and ethical compliance needed for 
geochemical analysis. 
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GEOCHEMISTRY LOCATIONS 
Cochrane

1 First Ave.

Cochrane, ON, P0L 1C0

Tel: +1 705 272 2559

Lakefield 

185 Concession St. 

Lakefield, ON, K0L 2H0 

Tel: +1 705 652 2000 

Red Lake 

16A Young St. 

Red Lake, ON, P0V 2M0

Tel: +1 807 727 2939

Sudbury

1209 O‘Niel Drive W. 

Sudbury, ON, P3L 1L5

Tel: +1 705 693 4555

Val-d‘Or

2921 7E, Rue 

Val-d‘Or, QC, J9P 6P6

Tel: +1 819 856 8855

Vancouver

3260 Production Way

Burnaby, BC, V5A 4W4

Tel: +1 604 638 2349

Whitehorse

184 Industrial Road

Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 2V1

Tel: +1 867 633 3000

CONTACT INFORMATION
 

CA.MINERALS@SGS.COM

WWW.SGS.COM/MINING

mailto:ca.minerals%40sgs.com?subject=SGS%20Minerals%20REquest
http://www.sgs.com/minerals

